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#4 -Summer 1997 
Welcome back to the personal/political/ numer-illogical (i got that 
term from a bad review and i just can't seem to get enough of it.) zine 
known as Damyata. 

Some changes going on here, as if you couldn't tell. It's like this: I've 
been running around all summer, as well as doing a lot of activist work in 
nyc.so as you can see, my summer has been very political (As well as 
emotional. ..overwhelming... and even a bit boring) Where my life goes, 
my zine goes... it's as simple as that I have a new ad, it's on the last 
page.. .same as before: I'll run yours if you run mine. Still available are: 

Pamyata H2 - all Fiction and rivaling a Stephen King novel for the 
scariest thing on paper... 

Damyata #3 - much belter - some stories with cohesion, as well 
as both personal and political essays, plus a cover I almost got arrested 
for ripping down. (IS SHE DEAD OR ALIVE?) 

Fuck - if you want 'em they're free - but you've got to write. 
To all of you who think I changed the style of my zine because you didn't 
like it the old way: Don't get too excited. Willi any luck, you still won't 
like it. 

Oh - hehe - if anyone out there knows what TV Moa Ambassa 
means, if it means sometliing really dumb. do me a favor and don't tell 
me about it. 
Enjoy... 
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Something you aaUi aS 
"t'11 keep writing 

long as there 



This needs to be read out loud 

This needs to be read. 

"If someone asked me what I came into 
this world to do, 1 would tell them: 
I CAME TO LIVE OUT LOUD." - Emile Zola 



ny July 1997 Saturday night 



-> Waiting for the sun to set. Waiting for my heart not to sink 
land the party next door to end. Each voice stronger than the 
'last, something to say which they never told me. Who I was, the 
1 same as now - no hand reaching out the grab mine. In this cold 
city this dull gray summer city I am sitting atop a tower where I 
buried it all... cars whizzing by me to places 1 honestly don't 
want to go. Echoes of brilliant statements which I haven't made 
[constantly remind me. Each voice, singing about t he wom en and 
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(/)' ' ' l— — *— write, scream, send death threats... raS 

lsb415@mail.barnard.columbia.edu j^st let me know that you're out then 
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(-zine world) 'Numer- 
Illogical Discourse' 
(-MRR)and a/wet ional 
essays which display 

good spelling, 
(-someone whose zine 

doesn't ) * 

»3 is all fiction and 

political essays, 
#4 has lots 'o writing 
happening, plus 
essays on dumb 
things 
like: S.10. women in 
he and beyond, 

and ways to 
avoid getting your^f 
broken. 

"Come on, give this i 

girrl some STAMPS!" | 

(-Supplicant ) I 

2 stamps, 3 for both: - 

c/o sera bile7.ikian 
box 4056, msc 
3001 broadway 
new york ny 10027-6598 

thrown in for styLe 



t's ten pm and i'm seeing double 
it's ten pm and i'm seeing double) 



i don't deserve it 
fuck we all deserve it. 

this page is staring at 

me 

like i'm a freak on the 

corner 
or out alone at night 
i'm daydreaming and 
it's getting too late 
i'm sleepwalking and 
i think i know the way 

bye. 

sera ayian bilezikian 
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the men, the means to ask us to undo. Zdthe^someone comes 
along who knows too much. Has seen more than I've been bored 
enough to touch. Has written odes to my eyes but can't tell me 
what color they are. Someone knows it all - shattering 
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everything I just said. But not what I've heard myself say. What 
I've whispered to myself to scream, what I tear into you deeper 
wondering if you can hear my noise. Hear what life sounds like 
as we talk as we cry sing write hate and don't forget to. Hear 
me...in our day we are both as beautiful as they don't need the 
other to be. I am looking for hunger to know it's there. I am 
looking for love because I want to feel human again, looking for 
p^| women to speak to and men to kiss. Rainy days to keep me from 

^ catching cold, an open road so I can call somewhere new home. 
\ — A I am looking to be beautiful because I just can't see it I am 
looking to scream because that's what you do when someone's 
after you I am looking for politics because that's what needs 
some soul-searching. I like the word revolution because it turns 
me around. I dry my own eyes and hold back my own hair Fill 
my own shoes and follow in them too. For I am no more or no 
less than any of this - so how does it feel to be standing here 
toying to figure out whose dreams are whose? I see wide and' 

£Z rtt "f M £ ^ V Sh ° rt but "^ Pounced but 
unaware Of the trouble she has caused her owner, of the life 

she can t hve Of the hatred from those who say they love her - 
say they need her. And honestly think they know themselves I 
am starving to speak, aching to undo. Yearning to turn 
something on at the base of your skull, remember which dreams 
were mine and hit the road. This loneliness - heavy like my eyes 
curvy lite my body (lacking purpose and direction) makes you 
reahze not only could you do it alone -you must. The worn! 
and the men, yeah we're ready to be the angry and the 
unimpressed. 6 * 
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y, someotie'asked m7g*^TnSmolhec that question 
everv morning until she graduated from high school Damn 

M 'S3 am. I just got home. I'm not quite in love with my life but a b.t 
closer... Yes, you're finally going to hear me talk about something 
musi /scene-Haled. Dare 1 ute the word 'punk'... Ut me just start of 
with a little background; mv life story of punkdom, so to speak: 1 in 19 
J t old and hale been involved in punk for the last «-J»rs^Hn 
the DIY or die (and it died trying) scene in my home turf of Westchester, 
and later in NYC 1 got involved in hardcore about three years ago 
(before there were more than two girls at any given show just for the 
reTord ) Z not sure if I became an activist as a result of the peop e 1 met 
in the hardcore scene, or 1 started listening to hardcore because of the 
activist element involved. I suppose I'll never know. What really 
matters, I suppose, besides the fact that I fell in love w, h the mus.c 
would be...WAn\ I fell in love with the music. Are we honestly trymg to 

^Vbecame a punk because it was the only place for me. Growing up, 
the only place where I didn't feel alone, unhappy, or like 1 was i.v.ng a 
life I would eventually want to forget was at a punk show. Everyone .s 
down on any given scene now, but 1 feel that it is important that we all 
remember why we're still here: that one show every 8 months or every 
3 years...) that drives you home exhausted, in pain, and perfected 
Memories of the first political hardcore show I ever went to I could feel 
the passion in the room...and could feel my heart beating l.ke a bass 
drum in my throat; anxious to keep going. Early days in the sXe scene, 
feeling more loved at a hardcore show than I ever have m my life. A 
punklhow I went to in January that managed to be about llOdegrees 
but that didn't stop us all from jumping around like we had been 
strapped down our whole lives.-.going outside afterwards, our sweat 
rising from our bodies and freezing to our skin. Remember: Someone 
will always be more vegan than someone else, someone will always be 
more up on their knowledge of Finnish crust releases, someone will go 
out of their way to boycott Product more...I'm still here because I m still 
unhappy. I'm still a misfit, a freak...a punk. If we were happy with 
everv thing... fuck... would we even bother? "Let fury have the hour, 
anger can be power.-.d'ya know that you can USE it?" - the Clash. 

Okay. Back to my evening. 

I saw Avail tonight (actually lastnighL..it's3am now). Now I ve 
been an Avail fan for years...but they were always one of those bands 
that everyone seemed to like... nestled safely somewhere between punk 
and hardcore, political and pe re onal...(damn this sounds l.ke » »"« 
rcview...doesn't it?) But it was only tonight that 1 realized what a fucking 
big deal that is...looking around; seeing punks, hardcore kids, crushes 
older kids, younger kids, people who look like activists and people who 
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Okay. Now If you're like me (broke all of the lime), you probably 
prefer letters and e-mail to phone calls. But someday (sigh). Here's 
the deal - some things you might not have been aware of... 

A?v)N\c's guide -H> 

War Tax Resistance 



. By redirecting these taxes, we are able 
to make a positive statment about our priori- 



The Government Deceptioi 



ties. 




History of the 
Federal 
Telephone Tax 



The federal excise tax itemized on our tele- 
phone bills has been associated with war 
throughout most of its long history. 

Imposed as a "temporary" tax by the War 
Tax Revenue Act of 1914, this tax has been 
used to help raise extra dollars for World War 
I. World War II, [he Korean War, the Vietnam 
War, as well as weapons of every conceivable 
kind. 



♦ Reluse to pay the 3% federal excise lax on your 
phone bills. This tax has been used- symbolically as a 
war tax since World War I. Nonpayment ol Ihe leder- 
al tax is between you and the IRS and should not 
result in cut-olf of phone service. Though illegal, non- 
payment ol Ihe tax is almost risk-free. The thousands 
of people now refusing Ihis tax have made it virtually 
uncollectible. "" 









EXCISE TAXES HELP PAY FOR WAR 

The amount of Federal Tax on this bill, $ , has 

been deducted from my payment because I refuse to pay for war. Please 
credit my bill as the FCC requires and report this amount to the IRS. My 
phone/customer number is 

Over half of the federal taxes like this one are devoted to intlilary- 
related purposes while millions of people in the U.S. and abroad lack 
adequate food, shelter, and health care. I resist this tax to protest the use 
of my tax dollars for killing instead of protecting and caring for life. 

I hope that you will join me and the many others who have 
decided to oppose our massive military spending by refusing to pay a 
portion of the taxes that finance it. 

Sincerely, 
Date: 

Distributed by: War Hesisters League, 339 Lafayette St, NY, NY 10012 



NATIONAL WAR TAX RESISTANCE 

COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

VO Box 774 

Monroe, MS 04951 

(207) 525-7774 
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.and what if I hadn't turned my head...? 

The night was a nursery rhyme. Everything 
if kept repeating and new things were being rs 

i y 

» added. I had to remember it all and keep it 

going as nauseatingly hot it was even in Jan- [j 
uary. At least in August there is the 
refreshing dullness of the city. . .the 
boredom. Somehow it became hot in January. 
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Can't get away with this much longer, I know, m 

E& 

LB 
But I'm here now laughing because all I can E& 



really think about it how good the frigid NYC 
air will feel against my short sleeves. And 
I'll want my jacket then. And if he had been 
wearing lipstick I would have had proof. Who 
knows what would have happened if I hadn't 
turned my head? Someone in this city doesn't 
know what she has. Right now I have it all. 

Because a dream is all I'll ever know — 

p ^j w- 1 ' ^iwu » "HW'') ' M i llie W: .3B& 



look like they piss oil activists, sX&kids and then respective 
counterparts, emo kids, and, even more...just kids. People who look like 

they've. *^ 

obviously been to one^tpmany shows this week, using their skateboards 
as cushions as they waited quietly, avoiding eye contact and the floor 
combination of smoldering cigarettes and pools of spit 

There were two songs I claimed I would die if Avail didn't play: 
Song and Model. I was hoping to death there wouldn't be time, 

A close friend in Tennessee who I correspond with sent me a zine 
about a year and a half ago. On the back page was written one quote: 

"I know I treasure things too much" 

Now, I had heard that song (Song) about a million times, but that 
lyric had never quite hit me at that angle before. It summed up 
everything I was feeling at the time...telling lies to pretend I had no 
feelings, feeling sad all of the time because somewhere inside me, there 
was some sort of happiness...some sort of joy. At first it made it 
impossible to get on with my life, and then it really became the only 
thing that pushed me forward: finding something in every thing.. .a little 
too much. 

It seemed safe. Avail had played for a while, and announced that 
they had one more song. There were plenty they hadn't yet played, so I 
thought things were really going to be okay. And then it hit me...I was 
crying. I have only cried at one show in my life; at one of the first 
hardcore shows I ever went to, when I was about 16...and that was only 
because I had gotten kicked in the back. 

The song 'Model' always makes me cringe... 

"No more invisible to them...You can't compare me...I'd do 
anything..." 

It makes the two sides of my self-confidence argue 
uncontrollably.. .but something about seeing it live...hearing everyone 
chant along with me - "BuUsbit..you , ve got a disease..." - helped me 
realize, hopefully for the last time and forever... that I am happy with 
who I am. Boycott the products of society? No problem. I wanted to grab 
someone next to me and never let them go. I wanted to keep going. I 
wanted to keep fighting my way to the front But I simply couldn't get 
away. // is early on a Friday night, at Coney Island High.Jt is a million 
degrees.../ am underneath New York City. ..and I am crying. 

For a little while any way... it was sicken ingly comforting to see the 
mental mi leu switch from "What's there to pray about?" to "While 
there's time—I'm going to gain the courage and smile for a while..." 
Thank you, Avail. 

Sera Bilezikian...now what have you done today which justifies your 
existence? 

Lefs see. I woke up, blew off work with a ha If- lie, and went to see a 
hunch of guys play music on a stage while 1 jumped around and got 
really sweaty and drooled on. I almost got all of my earrings ripped out 
and a partially healed leg scab opened up. I had fun. I smiled. I went 
home exhausted and in pain. My feet hurt Oh yeah.. .and I cried. 
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' don't think for a second. 




I've tried them all 



Ufa the words to end <**£"- AnJ .,„ WHEN! 
So...wn*'« it »«»na be*cn.^ _ 

t's July now. And 1 came home because I wanted to. "Fuck" 
She says. A tough girl named Sally with a boyfriend named 
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James. "I didn't plan on loving him' 






m 



> Staten Island called ine as if she were an old friend with a new idea. I left for 
Staten Island at 2 in the afternoon on a Friday. Home, for sure. But Staten Island 
first. The sun at my hack, the state at my heels. My toll money clenched in my 
*J sweaty hand. From Westchester, NY - 2 hours there, 2 hours hack. The first and 
9* only time I got out of the car was on my way home,. .hall needing directions because 
jg I couldn't find the damn entrance to the Bridge. ..and half just needing to get out. 1 
JJ gave the angelic boy who helped me out with a |>oini of lib finger and a knowledge 
JP of tne county in his eyes a deep smile as I Jumped back in my green Buick. In 20 
minutes 1 was home, 

I came home because 1 wanted to. One of the most pleasant discoveries 1 
made upon entering my house was that the coat was gone. This coat... tins damn 
coat had been in the downstairs closet for a long time. Us owner had sweated 
through it in the summer and been too cool to admit he was cold in the winter - yet 
he left it behind as if it were something he never thought about twice. I came home 
and the message light was blinking on the answering machine. One blink = one 
message. Five weeks have passed. I just haven't been able to play it. 

I lived here for 18 years... and I've been back now for five weeks. 
|j Westchester. I missed you.„,I missed it badly. There's a depth about this place that I 
^ wanted to understand for real. The way the loneliness that settles over each 
Ij morning is the kind that makes you think 'I may not be the only one.. .but so the 
jf fuck what if I were?' I missed the traffic on Saturday mornings... the corners which 
k came with landlords... and Halloween. 1 fucking missed Halloween. I wanted to have 
w something to talk about.. .to write about... to tell people. "So where are you from?", 
* when, they asked. 

|j Five O'Clock is enchanted, by the way. ..even up here. It's this creepy rush 

a hour demon that just makes you want to sit in a diner and look out the window 
J and giggle. You don't have to go all the way down to somewhere where the 
k enchantment goes hand in had with the green. We just happen to deal with beauty a 
1 little bit differently up here. I just can't seem to get enought, now can I? I'm 19 years 
£ old and it can't just sit here. It's got to do so much more. And as soon as I find it, 
J like ketchup on something that needs it.. .someone will come along who can tell her 
•J story a little better than 1 can. She'll use more action words. 

I met Sally when I was only going to be 17 for a few more days. She went to 
Catholic school and wore fishnets and combat boots with her uniform everyday. 
During one of the few conversations that we had, everything she said seemed to 
shock me. Maybe 1 was just inexperienced and bored, but that girl sure had a way 
^ with words. Nothing fancy, and nothing too pretty. "I want so much" That 
| statement, spoken in almost a monotone stage whisper... echoed through me; like a 
J chant, like a prayer. "Fuck..." She said, her swallowed New York accent traversing 
I her speech. "He wants me to stay home. He wants me to drive him. And I didn't 
| plan on loving him..." 

j I had my own "him" at the time. (The owner of the black trench coat). He had 
J disappeared for a while at the time. I wasn't quite as angry as I pretended- 
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"He'll be back" 
•fftjl "You soid he left: the country!" 

Xi3 "' utx *- ' c s *>undeJ good. He went to Cape Cod. ..people who leave and don't come 
%S4 back don't go to places like dpi* Cod" 

JSfc "1 tell you the truth. .11 doesn't sound good at all. It sounds. ..damn. Sad." 
\AJ "Thanks" 

th 1 Anyhow, I remember trying to write him back during a snowstorm; writing 

ifiijt tne samc lc«(-' r ^ver again, just signing it differently each time: Love, from. Cater, 
fcfi Cfiecrs! :Hope to see you soon, Write Back, 'TU'tfien, Love always, xoxoxo. 
Kg Thinking of you, Miss you, Ml my Cove, Wien will I see you atfain?, 
« your.... 

BJ I settled on 'TiClfien. It seemed the least intense, but still vague and 

WM> romantic... with the implication that you sort of hate someone; mad for their 
•gj handwriting, mad at their words. 

lljjp On the back of his lust letter, (which was cleverly, if illegibly written in black 

■fli P crmanem mar ker) was a typed English assignment on A Clockwork Orange : So 

What's it Gonna be then.. eh? Write an 800 word essay on... 

He knew this place well. ..knew better than to come back. He thought it was 
! jft^ something kind of special. Signed his letters with a space. No words, no Love. 

There was no time for that. 

I didn't love him. (And for the record, I didn't plan on any of this). There's 

more to love than crawling skin and heavy breathing. We'd slip back into our act 

fjt and the only thing that really amazed or even interested me was bow fast the time 
Sj seemed to go by. Pretty soon it would be almost 3 AM and I would have a good 
JX excuse to go home, wrinkled and confused. Driving home from his house - through 
Ai this place at night... exhausted from making an activity out of boredom, and a 
Hjl schedule from frustration. I wanted him to say something to me; anything. I don't 
«V know it the words "say something, please..." just weren't heard, ignored, or I never 
M? really said them out loud. 

V* So when he left, I put his letter under my pillow. I bad a headache. I took it 

$jg away. ! left the next day. 

«4 The message light was blinking when I came back, 10 months later. 

r>r*: Sally called me once, instead of writing me back. She called to say she didn't 

|fir*j write. She kept trying, but the letters kept turning into autobiographies, 
, fl biographies.. .life stories. She didn't want to share them with me. 
j^ "Come on over" she said. "We'll watch horror movies.. .you know. ..be miserable" 
JjP "Sally... I'm perfectly happy being unhappy here, you know that..." 
M "You're 19 years old. And I think you know yourself pretty fucking well. You need 
•ff to get out of there." 1 thanked her for calling. She thanked me for being called. 
Sally dyed her hair. Black. It made her light blue eyes look positively huge and 
her pale freckled skin perfect. The only problem was, was that the red roots were 
starting to grow in rather quickly, and making her look pretty again. "Fuck..." (Her 
favorite one-word phrase) "Well. ..at least it shows 'em what they've done to 
em. ..dyed my hair.. .straightened my elbows. ..told me not to think so much." She 
£« loved being down on her Catholicism. 
&J At some point I stopped answering the phone. I knew it wouldn't be Sally. She 

,y was too busy not writing me back to call. That's how all o( this started anyhow, 
*j§ phone calls and invitations. When you're seventeen, suburban with just a touch of 
S3, NYC grime, and wanting to lie something more it can seem like love. 
1 i-r* ^ ■~M^XZ l ^&>SZZ&*KM?Z^ 
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no animals were killed to make the cover of this zine 
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To: New York State Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
Dear Senator Moynihan: 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to S. 10 - the Violent 
and Repeat Juvenile Offender Act of 1997. Of course I am concerned 
about juvenile crime in America, and improving the way these young 
criminals are dealt with in the legal system, but the provision in 
this bill which extends the death penalty for juvenile offenders from 
age 18 to age 16 will do little to deter juvenile crime. The only 
other nations in the world which execute children as young as 16 are 
Iran, Pakistan, Yemen and Saudi Arabia. Surely this is a barbaric (as 
well as cruel and unusual) punishment which will do little to help 
these young criminals, and will only further the racist and unjust 
components which are already a strong part of capital punishment. 

Instead of punishing young criminals by executing them, we should 
examine the causes behind juvenile crime: not poverty and related 
societal ills, but perhaps the lack of living wage jobs and educa- 
tional opportunities . 

I am joined in my opposition by many other groups, including the 
American Bar Association. Executing children brings us down to a new 
level of atrocity. I always assumed that America could find better 
role models. 




Please let me know how you plan to vote on S. 10 
Sincerely, 
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Dear Ms. Bilezikian: 



ss 



Repeat^uvenTlVSffenaers^? me / e 9 ardi "g S. 10, The Violent and 
appreciate hearing'ySur views! * S y ° Ur eUcted representative. I 

i 

SenatJr^^inat^^^iH^^^^^L^a^^^^.^^fr^TAa^ 

Abuse Control Act of 1997 \ltl ln^ Violence, Crime and Drug 
Senate Committee on the JudicLry^^v am e ndino\h e£ r red - 1 ° the 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Ac? It IMa* K^ JU - e " lle t 
legislation aim tl reform tha Su™.-,??! ■ J ' both P leces ° f 
the growing problem Of jSv.nilJ^Ji! 3UStlC6 SyStem and addre 

As your elected representative it i« im™*-«-e,«4. *~- 
receive the opinions of constants regard ng thlmanv ' t0 
controversial issues that come before the United States Senate 

Yol may be assure that- t ;n i , LC : states senate. 

matter y comes before the Senate yOUr V1CWS in mind when this 

Again, thank you for sharing your concern with m* Di- ae - 
interest? 81 ' 816 t0 COnttCt me °" this °' ™rSth.r\i&.r"f" - 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Patrick *floynihap 



DANIEL P. MOYNIU* 

NEW YORK 
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